On 30th July 1888 I delivered Mrs D. of her first child by basilysis. Her medical attendant, before sending for me, had failed to move the head with long forceps, and I was equally unsuccessful with axis-traction. The patient was of small stature, her pelvis equally contracted, and the head, which occupied the left occipito anterior position, could not, as was evident from the strong traction which we had exerted, be drawn through the brim unless its size were diminished. Accordingly, at the doctor's request, I broke up the base with Professor Simpson's basilyst and extracted with the blunt hook. The child was a fullydeveloped, well-nourished one, with average head and other measurements. The mother made a good recovery.
About six months ago Mrs D. visited me to announce that she was again pregnant. With Dr Clark's assistance, I carefully measured the pelvis, getting the following result:?The intercristal diameter was found to be 7^ inches, the interspinous 9 inches, the external conjugate 7 inches, and the diagonal conjugate inches, giving an approximate true conjugate of 2|-2? inches.
With these measurements before us, we advised our patient to have labour induced at the seventh month. To this she consented, but as the time drew near she changed her mind in favour of Csesarean section, giving as her reason that she preferred to undergo the major operation if it gave her a better chance of having a living child.
It having been fixed that the child was to be delivered through the abdomen, the form of Csesarean section had next to be settled. 
